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Bequests are the most common form of planned gift and are also one of the simplest ways to 
ensure a vibrant future for the Winchester Unitarian Society.  The Planned Giving Team has 
gathered the following information to help you create a lasting personal legacy for our 
congregation. 
 
If you plan to create a will or update an existing one, we invite you to consider these options, 
and to share this information with your own qualified advisors. In addition to being a satisfying 
gift, a bequest may also help you meet other goals, such as reducing estate taxes. If you already 
have a will, a bequest can be added to your plans with a simple codicil. 
 
Those who have included the congregation in their plans are invited to membership in the 
Legacy Circle created to honor and celebrate this special kind of generosity. Every bequest, 
regardless of the amount, is a meaningful gift to our congregation’s future. 
 

 
 
Types of Bequests & Planned Giving, 
with Sample Language 
 
Unrestricted Bequest.  An unrestricted 
bequest to the Winchester Unitarian Society 
can be applied to the General Endowment 
or to an area of greatest need at the time it 
is received.  Your bequest may be expressed 
as a specific sum of money, a specific 
percentage of your estate, or a specific item 
or asset of value.  An unrestricted bequest 
might read: 

"I give, devise, and bequeath to the Winchester 
Unitarian Society, located in Winchester, 
Massachusetts, the sum of $________(or 
fixed percentage or description of specific 
asset), for the benefit of the Winchester 
Unitarian Society for its general purposes." 

Specific Bequest. If you intend to make a 
bequest for a specific purpose, such as our 
General Endowment or a specified-use fund, 
you may wish to use the following language: 

"I give, devise, and bequeath to the Winchester 
Unitarian Society, located in Winchester, 
Massachusetts, the sum of $_______ (or fixed 
percentage or description of specific asset), for 
the benefit of the Winchester Unitarian Society, 
to be used for the following purpose: (state the 
purpose). If in the judgment of the Standing 
Committee it is impossible or impracticable to 
carry out exactly the designated purpose, they 
shall determine an alternative purpose as near 
as possible to the designated purpose." 

Residuary Bequest. If you intend to leave 
the residue portion of your assets after other 
terms of the will have been satisfied, you may 
wish to use the following language: 

"All the rest, residue, and remainder of my 
estate, both real and personal, I give to the 
Winchester Unitarian Society, located in 
Winchester, Massachusetts, for its general 
purposes." 

Planned Giving and Bequest Options 
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Contingency Bequest. If you wish to make a 
contingency gift, so that the Winchester 
Unitarian Society will receive a portion of your 
estate if your named beneficiary does not 
survive you, you may wish to use the following 
language: 

"I devise and bequeath the residue of the 
property, real and personal and wherever 
situated, owned by me at my death, to (name of 
beneficiary), if (she/he) survives me. If (name 
of beneficiary) does not survive me, I devise 
and bequeath my residuary estate to the 
Winchester Unitarian Society, located in 
Winchester, Massachusetts, for its general 
purposes." 

Codicil.  If you already have a will, consider 
using a codicil to add a bequest to your plans.  
A sample codicil is available upon request. 

Giving Through a Retirement Plan.  
You may also wish to consider making the 
Winchester Unitarian Society a beneficiary 
of your Individual Retirement Account or 
other retirement plan.  Doing so may help 
you preserve less heavily-taxes assets for 
your heirs, and is a simple way to create a 
gift without revising your will. 
 

Giving While Living.  If endowment 
giving, or giving to another special purpose 
within our congregation is appealing to you 
and you would prefer not to wait until the 
distribution of your estate, you can also 
make such contributions now, with an 
outright gift for general use or designated 
for a specific fund or purpose. 
 

Gifts That Provide Income.  Bequests 
are part of a family of gifts often known as 
“planned gifts” which includes charitable 
gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts 
and other gift arrangements.  Some of these 
gifts can help you provide income for 
yourself or a loved one, and may have other 
tax benefits.  Members of our congregation 
may take advantage of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association’s (UUA) planned 
giving programs such as its charitable gift 
annuity fund to benefit this congregation, 
and/or other UU entities such as the UUA 
or the UU Service Committee.  These 
services are free of charge and confidential.  
For more information on UUA giving 
programs you may contact UUA Legacy Gift 
Manager, Larry Stritof  (617-948-6511, 
lstritof@uua.org) or visit the planned giving 
section of the UUA website: 

  www.uua.org/giving/plannedgifts/index.shtml 
 
 
If you have questions, or would like to notify the congregation of your plans, please contact any 
member of the Planned Giving Committee listed below, or Kathy Richardson, the Treasurer. 
You may also discuss your plans in confidence with Revs. John and Sarah Gibb Millspaugh. A 
private consultation with a planned giving professional paid for by the Winchester Unitarian 
Society is also available upon request. 
 

The Tax Identification Number of the Winchester Unitarian Society is available at the office. 
 

The Planned Giving Team 

Chuck Khuen     Phil Coonley   Chris Degnen  
 
 
 
 
 

 “I want what I found here to be here for others.” 


